
 
Honors Freshman English 

2018-19 Summer Reading Assignment 

Due:  August 28, 2018 (first day of classes) 

Dear Honors Freshman English student: 

Welcome to your summer reading assignment for next fall’s Honors English class. 

This summer we would like you to complete the following assignment— 

Read Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. Copies of Of Mice and Men will be available for your purchase at 
Earthlight Books, located at 321 E. Main Street.  We’re asking you either purchase the book so that you will 
be able to annotate in it as you are reading, or check one out with your 8th grade English teacher.  When 
reading Of Mice and Men, read for enjoyment, but also pay close attention to the basic elements of 
fiction—plot, conflict, setting, character, theme, and point of view.  Once school begins, we will spend time 
in and out of class rereading and analyzing various aspects of the book. You will complete the note-taking 
strategy on the backside of this letter for all five assigned sections. Please make notes for each of the 
sections that have been assigned page ranges.    Be aware that you will take a test on the novel during our 
first week of class.  You may want to read this book closest to when school begins so that it is still fresh in 
your mind.   

 

Sincerely, 

Wa-Hi Honors Freshman English Team 

If you have questions, comments, or concerns, please contact: 

Shauna Millett:  smillett@wwps.org 
or 
Jamie Kemano:  jkemano@wwps.org 
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Of Mice and Men   Note-Taking Guidelines       
Section #1: pages 1-16 
Section #2: pages 17-37 
Section #3: pages 38-65 
Section #4: pages 66-83 
Section #5: pages 84-107                                                                                               
 
For each assigned section of the novella, you must write at least: 
2 open response notes 
1 list of all possible themes notes 
1 literary element note 
1 language note 
 

A. Directions for open response notes 
Open response notes are your basic responses to your reading: 
1. You should have a variety of literal, inferential, and critical thoughts in these notes. 
2. Marking the Text: this is the place to ask questions, voice opinions, record things you notice, summarize, and make 
connections, for example. 
 

B. Directions for theme brainstorm notes 
In theme brainstorm notes, after you finish reading each assigned section: 
1. Make a list on your sticky notes/Cornell note paper of all the themes or ideas you think the author is bringing up in this 
section. Some examples of themes are:  desire to overcome adversity (*The Great Depression and lack of work for 
George and Lennie), the impossibility of achieving goals, loyalty in friendship, etc. 
2. After you make the list, circle the one you think is most important to this section. 
 

C.  Directions for literary elements notes (choose any of the following: plot structure, characterization, setting, 
symbolism, etc. *You many select other literary elements not on this list) 
In literary elements notes, as you are reading each assigned section, select at least one of the above elements. You may 
also select an element not on the list as long as you are providing evidence and analysis. 
 
1. Identify one passage that you think is important to the analysis of the literary element the author effectively uses in 
each assigned section. You must write down enough of the passage so that it can be understood, as well as the page 
number where it can be found. 
2. Provide a preliminary analysis of the passage in terms of the literary element you identified. What do you think this 
passage reveals about the literary element? Why is it important for understanding this literary element?  
 

D. Directions for language notes 
In language notes, as you are reading each assigned section: 
 
1. Find a sentence that really stands out to you as strong, interesting, or evocative (bringing out emotions), and copy it 
onto your sticky note/Cornell note paper. 
2. Make sure to quote and parenthetically cite it in MLA format. For example:  "A few miles south of Soledad, the 
Salinas River drops in close to the hillside bank and runs deep and green"(Steinbeck 1). 
3. Explain why you chose this sentence. Be descriptive! 
4. Explain what you notice about how the author has written this sentence. What makes it strong or interesting? 

 
*Please try your best with the above note-taking framework. This is your first time completing this framework and 
you will be able to see your areas of strengths, and areas of growth in order to improve your critical reading and 
analysis skills. We will be using this framework for the entire year, so rest assured that you will have opportunities 
to build on your reading and note-taking skills.  

 


