
Honors Freshman English 
2017-18 Summer Reading Assignment 

Due:  August 29, 2017 (first day of classes) 

Dear Honors Freshman English student: 

Welcome to your summer reading assignment for next fall’s Honors English class. 

This summer we would like you to complete two separate assignments— 

First, read Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. Copies of Of Mice and Men will be available for your 
purchase at Earthlight Books, located at 321 E. Main Street.  We’re asking you purchase the book so that 
you will be able to annotate it once school starts.  However, if you cannot afford to purchase a copy of the 
book, please contact Matt Shaw via email, and he will get a copy to you.  When reading Of Mice and Men, 
read for enjoyment, but also pay close attention to the basic elements of fiction—plot, conflict, setting, 
character, theme, and point of view.  Once school begins, we will spend time in and out of class rereading 
and analyzing various aspects of the book. You will complete the note-taking strategy on the backside of 
this letter for all five assigned sections.  Be aware that you will take a test on the novel during our first week 
of class.  You may want to read this book closest to when school begins so that it is still fresh in your mind.   

Freshmen Honors English students at Walla Walla High School are also being asked to read a book and 
watch the corresponding movie, and so the second part of your assignment is to just simply complete the 
attached comparison questions and responses. We recommend you read this book during June or July and 
then read the Steinbeck novel in August.  As you choose which book you will read, challenge yourself a bit 
by stepping out of your comfort zone.  Try a nonfiction selection, a new author, or a genre you’ve never 
read before.  For the rest of the assignment, please see the attached information.   

Basically, read, read, and then read some more this summer.  We are looking forward to meeting you in 
just a few months! 

Sincerely, 

Wa-Hi Honors Freshman English Team 

If you have questions, comments, or concerns, please contact: 

Mr. Matt Shaw 
mshaw@wwps.org 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Of Mice and Men   Note-Taking Guidelines       
Section #1: pages 1-16 
Section #2: pages 17-37 
Section #3: pages 38-65 
Section #4: pages 66-83 
Section #5: pages 84-107                                                                                               
 
For each assigned section of the novella, you must write at least: 
2 open response notes 
1 list of all possible themes note 
1 literary elements note 
1 language note 
 

A. Directions for open response notes 
Open response notes are your basic responses to your reading: 
 
1. You should have a variety of literal, inferential, and critical thoughts in these notes. 
2. Marking the Text: this is the place to ask questions, voice opinions, record things you notice, summarize, and make 
connections, for example. 
 

B. Directions for theme brainstorm notes 
In theme brainstorm notes, after you finish reading each assigned section: 
 
1. Make a list on your sticky notes/Cornell note paper of all the themes or ideas you think the author is bringing up in this 
section. Some examples of themes are:  desire to overcome adversity (*The Great Depression and lack of work for 
George and Lennie), the impossibility of achieving goals, loyalty in friendship, etc. 
2. After you make the list, circle the one you think is most important to this section. 
 

C.  Directions for literary elements notes (plot structure, characterization, setting, symbolism, etc.) 
In literary elements notes, as you are reading each assigned section, select at least one of the above elements. You may 
also select an element not on the list as long as you are providing evidence and analysis.: 
 
1. Identify one passage that you think is important to the analysis  of the literary element the author effectively uses in 
each assigned section. You must write down enough of the passage so that it can be understood, as well as the page 
number where it can be found. 
2. Provide a preliminary analysis of the passage in terms of the literary element you identified. What do you think this 
passage reveals about the literary element? Why is it important for understanding this literary element?  
 

D. Directions for language notes 
In language notes, as you are reading each assigned section: 
 
1. Find a sentence that really stands out to you as strong, interesting, or evocative (bringing out emotions), and copy it 
onto your sticky note/Cornell note paper. 
2. Make sure to quote and parenthetically cite it in MLA format. For example:  "A few miles south of Soledad, the 
Salinas River drops in close to the hillside bank and runs deep and green"(Steinbeck 1). 
3. Explain why you chose this sentence. Be descriptive! 
4. Explain what you notice about how the author has written this sentence. What makes it strong or interesting. 

 
*Please try your best with the above note-taking framework. This is your first time completing this framework and 
you will be able to see your areas of strengths, and areas of growth in order to improve your critical reading and 
analysis skills. We will be using this framework for the entire year, so rest assured that you will have opportunities 
to build on your reading and note-taking skills.  

 



 

Wa-Hi Summer Reading Assignment 2017-18 

Once again the English Department is asking all Wa-Hi Honors English students to complete a summer 
reading assignment because we know that reading is good for you.   

This year we are asking that you complete a three-part assignment:   

1. Read a book that has a movie counterpart.  
2. Watch the corresponding movie.   
3. Complete the attached assignment before the beginning of the school year (includes filling out 

information on your book and movie).  

While you are completing these tasks, pay attention to anything that you notice to be different in the movie 
versus the novel.  There is a long list of book/movie pairs below for your convenience. Please choose from 
this list unless you have specific teacher approval.   

Note: Any text/movie may contain material that some may find inappropriate for adolescent readers.  Before a 
text/movie is selected, students and parents should have a conversation about language and subject matter that may or 
may not be appropriate for individual students.   

Some more good research on reading for you…. 

Reading regularly can help you earn better grades, better test scores, better odds of getting into and 
graduating from your chosen university, and a better job at the end of your education.  Note the chart below: 

Amount of Time Spent Reading and Reading Achievement 

Percentile rank on reading tests Minutes of reading per day Estimated number of words read per 
year 

98 90.7 4,733,000 
90 40.4 2,357,000 
70 21.7 1,168,000 
50 12.9 601,000 
20 3.1 134,000 
10 1.6 51,000 

(Source: Anderson, Wilson, and Fielding 1988) 

According to this study, students who read only 20 minutes a day read over a million words per year and 
perform at a level that would meet standard on reading tests such as SBAC, WELPA, SAT and ACT.  
Students who read 90 minutes a day read nearly 5 million words per year and rank in the 98th percentile on 
standardized tests.  That’s a lot of potential payback for reading somewhere between 20 to 90 minutes a day.  



SUMMER READING FOR 2017-18: NOVELS MADE INTO FILMS 

Please choose a book/movie pair from the following list.  You will note they are categorized as easy, medium, 
and challenging.  Choose the right level for you. 

Easy--These books are considered easy because of their basic reading level.  We would prefer that Honors and AP 
students not choose from this list. 

Babe (The Sheep-Pig) 1995 G 
City of Ember, The 2008 PG 
Coraline 2009 PG 
Dear John 2010 PG13 
Ella Enchanted 2004 PG 
Harry Potter series (pick one) 2002-2011 PG 
Holes 2003 PG 
Hoot 2006 PG 
Host, The 2013 PG13 
Hunger Games series (pick one) 2012-14 PG13 
Lightning Thief, The (Percy Jackson) 2010 PG 
Notebook, The 2004 PG-13 
Pay It Forward 2000 PG-13 
Princess Diaries, The 2001 G 
Safe Haven 2013 PG13 
Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants, The 2005 PG 
Speak 2004 PG13 
Tuck Everlasting 2002 PG 
Twilight series 2008 PG13 
Walk to Remember, A 2002 PG 

 

Medium--  These books may contain high interest material; they are written at a middle school or early high school 
reading level. 

Anne of Green Gables 1985 G 
Big Fish 2003 PG-13 
Black Beauty 1994 G 
Book Thief, The 2013 PG13 
Bourne series, The 2002-12 PG13 
Boy in the Striped Pajamas, The 2008 PG13 
Chocolat 2000 PG 13 
City of Bones 2013 PG13 
DaVinci Code, The 2006 PG-13 
Divergent series (pick one) 2014 PG13 
Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood 2002 PG-13 
Eat, Pray, Love 2010 PG13 
Empire of the Sun 1987 PG 
Ender’s Game 2014 PG13 
Eragon series 2006 PG 



Fault in Our Stars, The 2014 PG-13 
Girl with a Pearl Earring 2003 PG-13 
Girl, Interrupted 1999 R 
Golden Compass, The 2007 PG13 
Green Mile, The 1999 R 
Howl’s Moving Castle 2004 PG 
If I Stay 2014 PG-13 
Inkheart 2008 PG 
Into the Wild 2007 R 
Lion, the Witch, & the Wardrobe, The 2005 PG 
Little Women 1994 PG 
Lonesome Dove 1989 NR 
Lovely Bones, The 2009 PG-13 
Maltese Falcon, The 1941 NR 
Marley & Me 2008 G 
Misery 1990 R 
Monuments Men: Allied Heroes, Nazi Thieves… 2014 PG13 
My Sister’s Keeper 2009 R 
Mystic River 2003 R 
October Sky 1999 PG 
Perks of Being a Wallflower, The 2012 PG13 
Secret Garden, The 1993 G 
Secret Life of Bees, The 2008 PG13 
Stardust 2007 PG13 
Terms of Endearment 1983 R 
Water for Elephants 2001 PG-13 
World War Z 2013 PG-13 
Wrinkle in Time, A (TV movie) 2003 PG 

 

Challenging--  The following books are very challenging; they range from upper high school to college level in 
reading difficulty.  If you select a book from this list, be prepared for high level vocabulary, unusual syntax, and archaic 
language.   

12 Years a Slave 2013 R 
A Beautiful Mind 2001 PG-13 
Atonement 2007 R 
Children of Men 2006 R 
Cold Mountain 2003 R 
Constant Gardener, The 2005 R 
Count of Monte Cristo, The 2002 PG-13 
Great Expectations 2012 PG-13 
Hobbit, The 2012 PG-13 
Kite Runner, The 2007 PG-13 
Les Miserables 2013 PG-13 
Life of Pi, The 2012 PG 
Lord of the Rings, The 2001-2003 PG-13 



Memoirs of a Geisha 2005 PG-13 
Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day 2008 PG-13 
Picture of Dorian Gray, The 2009 R 
Prestige, The 2006 PG-13 
Pride & Prejudice 2005 PG 
Princess Bride, The 1987 PG 
Road, The 2009 R 
Schindler’s List 1993 R 
Shutter Island 2010 R 
Three Musketeers,The 1993 PG-13 
Time Traveler’s Wife, The 2009 PG-13 
True Grit 2010 PG-13 
White Oleander 2002 PG-13 
Wuthering Heights 2011 NR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Reading Assignment:  Complete the following questions after reading a book and 
watching the corresponding movie. This assignment is DUE the first day of school.   
You will be given instructions during the first week of school regarding a short presentation that you 
will give on your choice of book/movie pairing.  
 

This assignment addresses the following Common Core State Standards: 
RL.11-12.7  Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or 
poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text.  
SL.11-12.4  Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, substance, an style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
 
Questions     Response 

 
What are your overall 
impressions of each – 
the book and film?  
 
Which did you prefer 
and why? 
 
 

 
  

• Book: 
 

• Film: 
 

• Which did you prefer and why? 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 Describe your favorite 
characters.   
What characteristics 
make them your 
favorite? 

 
• Characters:     

 
  

•  Why?  
 
 
 
 
 

First, fill out the chart 
on the back.  Then 
answer the following 
questions: 
 
What is the most 
notable difference 
between the book and 
the film?  
 
Describe this difference 
and how it impacts the 
story. 
 

 
• Difference:   

 
 
 
 
 

• Impact: 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/7/


 

 

 

 

 

What is the same in both the book and movie? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

      What is unique about 

 the movie? 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

 

 

 

What is unique about 

the book?  

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Title of book and movie:   

 

 


