
Honors 10th Grade
Summer Reading 2018

Instructions: 
Objective:  to increase students’ abilities to analyze complex texts from 
various cultural perspectives. Please join the google classroom: eut8q7
Assignment:
● Pick two works from the following slides to read. We encourage you to 

purchase books to annotate, but copies can also be checked out from 
the school or public library.

● Pay attention to each author’s voice.
●  Mark and annotate each text (sticky note library copies) so carefully 

that you can readily find the specific evidence needed to address essay 
questions about the voice of the author and his or her perspective.  



White Teeth by Zadie Smith

One of the most talked about fictional debuts ever, White Teeth is 
a funny, generous, big-hearted novel, adored by critics and 
readers alike. Dealing - among many other things - with 
friendship, love, war, three cultures and three families over three 
generations, one brown mouse, and the tricky way the past has of 
coming back and biting you on the ankle, it is a life-affirming, 
riotous must-read of a book.

Summaries, reviews & ratings from www.goodreads.com

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez

Uprooted from their family home in the Dominican Republic, the 
four Garcia sisters - Carla, Sandra, Yolanda, and Sofia - arrive in 
New York City in 1960 to find a life far different from the genteel 
existence of maids, manicures, and extended family they left 
behind. What they have lost - and what they find - is revealed in 
the fifteen interconnected stories that make up this exquisite 
novel from one of the premier novelists of our time.

Summaries, reviews & ratings from www.goodreads.com



Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya

Antonio Marez is six years old when Ultima enters his life. She is a 
curandera, one who heals with herbs and magic. 'We cannot let her live 
her last days in loneliness,' says Antonio's mother. 'It is not the way of 
our people,' agrees his father. And so Ultima comes to live with 
Antonio's family in New Mexico. Soon Tony will journey to the 
threshold of manhood. Always, Ultima watches over him. She graces 
him with the courage to face childhood bigotry, diabolical possession, 
the moral collapse of his brother, and too many violent deaths. Under 
her wise guidance, Tony will probe the family ties that bind him, and 
he will find in himself the magical secrets of the pagan past—a mythic 
legacy equally as palpable as the Catholicism of Latin America in which 
he has been schooled. At each turn in his life there is Ultima who will 
nurture the birth of his soul.

Summaries, reviews & ratings from www.goodreads.com

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd

Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees tells the story 
of Lily Owens, whose life has been shaped around the blurred 
memory of the afternoon her mother was killed. When Lily's 
fierce-hearted black "stand-in mother," Rosaleen, insults three 
of the deepest racists in town, Lily decides to spring them both 
free. They escape to Tiburon, South Carolina--a town that holds 
the secret to her mother's past. Taken in by an eccentric trio of 
black beekeeping sisters, Lily is introduced to their mesmerizing 
world of bees and honey, and the Black Madonna. This is a 
remarkable novel about divine female power, a story women will 
share and pass on to their daughters for years to come.

Summaries, reviews & ratings from www.goodreads.com



The Bonesetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan

Ruth Young and her widowed mother, LuLing, have always had a 
tumultuous relationship. Now, before she succumbs to forgetfulness, 
LuLing gives Ruth some of her writings, which reveal a side of LuLing 
that Ruth has never known. . . .

In a remote mountain village where ghosts and tradition rule, LuLing 
grows up in the care of her mute Precious Auntie as the family endures 
a curse laid upon a relative known as the bonesetter. When headstrong 
LuLing rejects the marriage proposal of the coffinmaker, a shocking 
series of events are set in motion–all of which lead back to Ruth and 
LuLing in modern San Francisco. The truth that Ruth learns from her 
mother’s past will forever change her perception of family, love, and 
forgiveness.

Summaries, reviews & ratings from www.goodreads.com

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates
In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and 
ideals to the most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a 
powerful new framework for understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. 
Americans have built an empire on the idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all 
but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and men—bodies exploited through 
slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all 
proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it? And 
how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its 
burden?

Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a 
letter to his adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his 
awakening to the truth about his place in the world through a series of revelatory 
experiences, from Howard University to Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of 
Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers whose 
children’s lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal 
narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the 
World and Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a 
transcendent vision for a way forward.

Summaries, reviews & ratings from www.goodreads.com



The Bookseller of Kabul by Asne Seierstad
Max—an elderly Paris bookstall owner—is abducted at gunpoint. His friend, Hugo 
Marston, head of security at the US embassy, looks on helplessly, powerless to do 
anything to stop the kidnapper. Marston launches a search, enlisting the help of 
semiretired CIA agent Tom Green. Their investigation reveals that Max was a Holocaust 
survivor and later became a Nazi hunter. Is his disappearance somehow tied to his grim 
history, or even to the mysterious old books he sold?

On the streets of Paris, tensions are rising as rival drug gangs engage in violent turf 
wars. Before long, other booksellers start to disappear, their bodies found floating in the 
Seine. Though the police are not interested in his opinion, Marston is convinced the 
hostilities have something to do with the murders of these bouquinistes.

Then he himself becomes a target of the unknown assassins.

With Tom by his side, Marston finally puts the pieces of the puzzle together, connecting 
the past with the present and leading the two men, quite literally, to the enemy's lair.

Just as the killer intended.

Summaries, reviews & ratings from www.goodreads.com

Americans Who Tell the Truth by Robert Shetterly

As we in the United States have the right to speak the truth, we 
also have the need to be told the truth. Throughout history, 
politicians, writers, environmentalists, political activists, and 
others have used this freedom to motivate and empower 
Americans to challenge the status quo. Artist Robert Shetterly's 
fifty portraits, combined with thought-provoking quotes and 
concise biographies, offer a powerful view into what it means to 
be American, to hold American values, and to be part of a 
democratic society. Included are Frederick Douglass, Rachel 
Carson, Chief Joseph, Rosa Parks, Cesar Chavez, Mark Twain, 
Woody Guthrie, and more.

Summaries, reviews & ratings from www.goodreads.com



I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai

I come from a country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it was just after midday.

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala 
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education.

On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She 
was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few 
expected her to survive. 

Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a 
remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, 
she has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate.

I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for 
girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his 
daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their 
daughter in a society that prizes sons.

Summaries, reviews & ratings from www.goodreads.com


