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Hi Juniors! 
Boy do I miss you all. I really hope you are all doing well and caring for yourselves and others the best you can. I know 
I'm speaking for the counselors when I say this, if you need anything, don't hesitate to reach out.  

 
(also... by next week, I'll have 3 baby ducks. Get ready for me making my own ducky memes galore!) 
 
Since we obviously don't have any field trips or other adventures coming up, I'm swapping out those sections of my 
weekly newsletter with some information about how to prepare for your senior year and finish your junior year well in 
these weird circumstances. 
 
Finally, if you haven't filled out the survey yet on google classroom (or accepted your google classroom invite for the 
Class of 2021 Resources class) please do so. We'd love to hear from you! 
 
Thanks! 
Katharine 
 
PS I'm making a meme bank on Google Classroom. Have a favorite? Send it my way! 
 

PSA- Census 
(who's Linda?) 
Be sure to ask your family if they have filled out the census! Codes have been 
mailed to every household and you'll want to say who will be living at your home on 
April 1st. Why is the census important? The census tells the government how 
many people live where and therefore what resources each county and city need 
to best serve their people. To bring it home, if we don't tell the government that you 
all live in Walla Walla, our city, county, and state will have less money to spend on 
making Walla Walla a good place to live. More info is here and here 
 
There was a lot of discussion earlier this year about citizenship. The census 
has no citizenship question on it and will not be used in any way to get someone 
in trouble. A page discussing this is here. 

 
To make a long statement longer, the census is important and really affects your life #BeyondWaHi. Please help make 
sure your family fills it out. It's available in 13 languages! 
 

College & Career Updates 

 
Many schools and companies are adjusting their hiring and decision making 
timelines due to COVID-19 and are moving their campus tours to the virtual 
world. On the google classroom classwork tab, there is a "searching for 
colleges" section with information about what to look for in college tours and 
some links to college tours. No matter your plans for after Senior Year, I highly 
recommend checking out some of those tours. It's a great way to see what your 
options are in the future. 
 
For summer jobs, I'm not going to lie, there are a lot of unknowns right now. The 
best thing you can do is continue to look on indeed and around for job listings 

and make sure your resume and cover letter skills are top notch. I'm happy to proofread any job applications, resumes, 
etc you'd like me to look over. 
 
There are job readiness and career searching resources in the google classroom.  

https://www.prb.org/importance-of-us-census/
https://2020census.gov/en/community-impact.html?cid=20005:%2Bwhy%20%2Bcensus:sem.ga:p:dm:en:&utm_source=sem.ga&utm_medium=p&utm_campaign=dm:en&utm_content=20005&utm_term=%2Bwhy%20%2Bcensus
https://2020census.gov/en/news-events/rumors.html
http://classroom.google.com/w/NTQ5NzM2NTEwNTNa/t/all


What about Testing... like the ACT and SAT?   
 

 
So, I'm sure you've heard about the SAT and ACT (together they are called standardized tests). The PSATs many of 
you took this fall are a great practice for the SATs but they don't count for college admissions.  
These tests are needed for many 4-year schools. Wa-Hi offers the ACT usually in October for free. You can also sign up 
for either test online (see the facts below for addresses. You don't have to take both tests, but sometimes it's beneficial 
to take one of each to see how you'll do on each of them. What they cover is in the graphic above.  Also, on Google 
Classroom I have added links and presentations for test prep information. 
 
Some important vocabulary and facts: 

• SAT is administered by The College Board (same people who administer the AP tests). You'll need a College Board 
account to access.  

• ACT is administered by http://www.act.org/  

• Both tests have national testing days that you sign up for 1-2 months in advance (and those testing days are shifting 
a lot right now due to the virus). You can get the latest info on their websites. 

• Fee Waivers - Are available if you are on Free and Reduced Lunch or you have extenuating financial hardship. 
Talk to your counselors to get yours. These will allow you to take the tests for free for a certain number of times. 

• Super Scoring - For people who take one of the tests multiple times. Many schools will allow you to take your top 
scores from each section each time you take it and turn those scores in (as in your 1st time you get 560 on SAT 
math and 600 on SAT english and the next time you get 700 on SAT math and 300 on SAT english... your super 
score is then 1300 (600 english, 700 math) 

• Testing is confusing. Feel free to reach out to your counselors or me for more help.  

 
Volunteering 

Honestly, in this time, the best way you can volunteer is to give blood at one of the locations and times posted here or 
make masks if you know how to sew. Joann Fabric's has a great tutorial here.  
 
Thinking ahead, St Mary's is hoping to have their summer volunteer program. It's an awesome opportunity to see what 
hospital life is like and complete your volunteer hours. Information is available on google classroom.  
 

Need Academic Help?  
Wa-Hi alum, Josh Carlile, reached out to me saying he's offering tutoring..  he said "I'm offering online tutoring for 
Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, and Pre-Calculus at $15 for 30 minutes, $25 for 1 hour, and $40 for 1.5 hours. Is there 
any way you could help me get the word out? My facebook page (where I take appointments) 
is www.facebook.com/joshcarliletutoring "  Talk to your family and reach out if you'd like some assistance. 
 
You can find a laugh here. 
 
Have a great day and keep taking care of those around you and yourselves! 
Katharine  
 
Katharine Curles 

https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=99362&fbclid=IwAR1u1ZsrKU9nNoSEu51VF7aNnzxTft_teKdLi1YNpiIPFxNjfuOMz3qSpT0
https://www.joann.com/make-to-give-response/
http://www.facebook.com/joshcarliletutoring
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KPbJ0-DxTc

