
 
 

BLUE DEVIL BASEBALL 
  

WALLA WALLA HIGH SCHOOL 
          800 ABBOTT RD. 
WALLA WALLA, WA 99362 
  

 
 
Coaching Responsibilities: 
 
Keith Gradwohl - Head Coach (Hitting, Pitching, Outfield) (Phone: 529-3226 or 301-2391) 
Jason Parsons - Asst. Head Coach (Hitting, Conditioning, Infield Play) (301-3949) 
Justin James - J.V.  Head Coach (When with the Varsity - Hitting, OF Play) (499-2899) 
Ryan Van Dyke - C Team  Head Coach (When with Varsity - Catchers) (301-2065) 
Scott Golden - C Team Asst. Coach (When with Varsity - Baserunning - Outfield play) 
Jason Gradwohl - Certified Volunteer Coach (Potentially at all levels, when available) 
 
Important Dates: 
 
February 1st - 26th :  Registration  - Thank-you for using FamilyID.com on-line. 
February 20th : Player Informational Team Meeting  3:30 S-23 
February 22nd : Annual Field / Equipment Day - Gear prep - 9:00 am Small Gym 

Dress warm, bring work gloves and leaf rakes 
February 24th - 27th: Open Field - Murr - 3:30 - 4:30 (arm and leg conditioning)  

Weather permitting 
March 2nd - March 7th: First Week of Practice - Soph - Sr. @ Murr, Frosh @ Wa-Hi 

Murr - 2:50 Pre-Practice, 3:30 Start; Wa-Hi - 3:10 Pre-Practice, 3:30 start 
Bad weather - TBA 

March 5th : Parent Meeting - 7:00 in S-23 @WWHS 
March 7th : Teams Announced (Cuts may be unavoidable) (All teams flexible!) 
March 7th  : All Teams Scrimmage - Varsity and JV at Murr, C Team at Wa-Hi - 11:00 
March 9th  : Fund-Raiser Info. and Sale Begins. (Extremely successful every year!) 
March 14th : Jamboree - Var & JV @ Moses Lake,  C Team @ Home (Times TBA) 
March 16th: Opening Games - Var. @ Home (1) 4:00, JV Away @4:00, C (TBA) all with Pend. 
 
 
 
Our Baseball “Mantra”: 
 

“We Will Play Hard!” 



 
 
Player Expectations: 
 
1) Be respectful 
- To oneself, teammates, coaches, opponents and umpires 
- Inform the coaches if not able to attend practice. (Illness, Emergencies) 
 
2) Make good decisions 
- Players must avoid participating in or being around illegal drugs. (Player/student handbook). 
- Importance of practice (decide to show up!) 
- Leave your ego at the door (champions accept their roles). 
- Come equipped to practices and games (if not, we cannot let you participate). 
- Baseball is a game of “errors.” (We have to learn to deal with this part of the game.) 
 
3) Solve Problems 
- Player to coach communication and vice versa. 
- Parent communication with coaches. (Proper order and proper time) 
 
Practice Expectations: 
 
1) Attend 

* Unexcused Absence = suspended next game, playing time adjustment, phone home 
** 2nd Unexcused Absence = removed from team, phone home 
- These just don’t happen in our quality program, with quality student-athletes! 

2) Be on time. 
* Unexcused Tardy = Possible loss of playing time, extra conditioning. 
- These just don’t happen in our quality program, with quality student-athletes! 

3) Improve individual and team play. 
4) Come equipped. Dress like a Blue Devil Baseball player. (New players as much as possible) 

* Missing gear = This could become a safety issue (no cleats/proper shoes, no cup)  
   therefore no practice with loss of playing time. 

 
Program Expectations: 
 
1) Show class at all times. 
2) High expectations: on the field, on trips and in the classroom. 
3) Play hard, have fun, enjoy the game. 
 
Travel / Club Teams: 
 

- We, as a program,  strongly suggest players do not participate in a club team or 
select team during the season due to its potential impact on a players health and 
safety. 

 



Language from the WIAA handbook: 
- I am a select soccer player. Can I play on my select club team at the same time that I 

play on my high school team?  
- YES, you can participate on a non-school team at the same time you compete on your 

school team with a few restrictions. You cannot be given special treatment or privileges 
on a regular basis to enable you to participate on your non-school team, e.g., reduced 
practice times, special workouts, late arrivals or early dismissals. You also cannot 
compete in your school uniform at non-school events. (18.22.3 and 18.22.4) REGULAR 
is defined as meaning more than one (if a student is released from a practice or game to 
participate in a non-school program). 

 
- Q&A-7: One of the gymnasts on our team also participates in club gymnastics. She 

intends to practice for about 15 minutes at school then continue the practice at the club 
where she competes.  

- Is that legal? NO; students cannot be given special treatment (late arrival, early 
dismissal, etc.) for non-school programs on a regular basis and can only count those 
practices conducted by the authorized school coach. 

 
Program Goals: 
 
- All levels: To develop a positive respect for the sport of baseball and grow individually. 
- JV and C Teams: To develop skills, both mental and physical. 
- Varsity: Continue to develop those same skills and create a winning approach, go to the  
   playoffs, and win a State Championship. 
 
FundRaiser: 
 
1) Players participating are expected to sell a minimum of 25 coupon books. Info packets given. 
- Game hat - Long sleeved T  - Hooded sweatshirt  - Bags (Frosh & new players) earned. 
2) We are able to do this fundraiser because we have done such a good job in the past. 
3)  We use this as a team building effort - Frosh thru Senior! 
 
Note: If you choose not to participate in fund-raising hat only provided. 
Note: Gear mentioned above, along with gear earned as fundraiser prizes, is their gear.  
Note: Gear issued by the Baseball/Athletic program is to be worn only on game day. 
 
Spring Break: 
 
Varsity: Practice the morning of 4/6 and play Richland on 4/7 @ 1:00. 
JV and C Team: Practice to be determined and games vs Richland on 4/8 @ 1:00 
 
Fundamental Roles in Athletics/Baseball: 
 
1) Player: We don’t play anymore or some of you may have never played - that’s ok! 
2) Parent/Fan: Show respect, make good decisions at all times.  The “I love watching you as  
    part of the team” attitude. 



3) Coach: We are trained, experienced and paid to do our jobs. We have coached at all levels. 
4) Official/Umpire: Umpiring is harder than it looks, I have umpired as high as the collegiate  
    level. Other coaches on staff officiate other sports currently. 
Note: I have been in all of these roles in relationship to High School Baseball.  By far the 
hardest role is that of the parent.  However, we do need to remember our roles as we 
progress through our 2020 campaign. 
 
Bullying/Harassment/Hazing 
 
- “Team” philosophies are constantly promoted - Frosh through Senior.  Any mis-conduct of this  
   nature is not tolerated at any level, at any time.  We are Wa-Hi Baseball! 
- Reporting protocol is described on the Walla Walla High School website. (Wahibluedevils.org) 
 
Safety 
 
* There are inherent dangers of our sport.  The following items are in place to reduce incidence: 
1) We, as coaches and players, work closely with Certified Athletic Trainer, Kelsay Brennan. 
2) Proper fundamental techniques will be taught and stressed at all levels to reduce potential 
     injury.  
    Examples: throwing mechanics, pitch avoidance, sliding, fly ball priorities, general safety. 
3) Protective equipment will be worn appropriately when applicable at all times. 
4) All coaches are trained in CPR/First Aid/Concussions/Sudden Cardiac Arrest and have passed  
    W.I.A.A. certified tests on baseball rules, concussions and sudden cardiac arrest potentially  
    related to all athletics. 
5) Players are required to report all injuries to their respective coach (see communication). 
6)  We will recommend to see our trainer, previously mentioned, first for injury details. 
7) Any loss of practice or games due to an injury requiring a doctor’s visit must then have a 
     return  00to participation note/letter from their doctor on file with the Athletic Trainer. 
 
Note: Even with all of the above in place, Baseball can still be a dangerous sport. 
 
Uniforms: 
We are asking each player/family to care and clean their uniforms. Please use care. 
 
Travel: 
- Our philosophy as an Athletic Department is that you win, lose, and travel as a team.  There are 
common sense issues that arise where your son would need to leave with you, or an approved 
adult. The Athletic office clearance has been streamlined.  If this comes up see the coach for 
signatures. 
 
ON BEHALF OF THE BASEBALL COACHING STAFF - THANKS FOR BEING 
INVOLVED IN YOUR SON’S BASEBALL PARTICIPATION! 
 

“Grady” (Coach Gradwohl) 



 

 
** PLEASE SIGN, DETACH AND SEND BACK TO 
PRACTICE WITH YOUR SON: 
 
✂ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Player Name _____________________________________________   Wa-Hi Baseball - 2020  
 
 
___________________________________________________________ __________ 
         Signature of parent/guardian    Date 


